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The Hindu Temple of St. Louis 

725 Weidman Road Ballwin MO 63011 
WWW.HINDUTEMPLESTLOUIS.ORG 

 

 Phone : (636)230 -3300  

mailto:contact@hindutemplestlouis.org
http://www.hindutemplestlouis.org/
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Board Of Trustees  
Krishna Reddy (Chairman), Jiwan Singla (Vice Chairman) 
Vijay Kumar Buddhiraju, Ashwin Patel,G.V. Naidu,Sharad Parikh 
Ramadevi Devabhatkuni*,Naina Choksi*,Vishnuvardhana Rao Batibandala* 
(*members elected this year for six year term) 
 

Executive Committee  
President   Mike Sateesha   
Vice President  Puran Luthra 
Secretary  Shanker Subramanian  
Joint Secretary  Sumathi Rao* 
Treasurer  Pattabhi Madippatti*  
Joint Treasurer  Rajyalakshmi Naidu 
Members:  
Venkat Darmavarapu, Sendil Rathinasabapathy*, Dewan Prasad 
(* members elected this year for three year term) 
 

Committees  
Operations   Rajyalakshmi Naidu (Chair) 
Ramarao Kaza, Prasad B, Prasanna Sridharan, G.V.Naidu, Singla J, Sendil 
Rathinasabapathy, Pattabhi Madippatti, Puran Luthra, Dandamudi B. 
Prasad, V.R.Patibandla. 
 

Food    Sendil Rathinasabapathy (Chair) 
Sharmila Sendilkumar, Nagendra Prasad, Malathi Reddy, Swarnali, Venkat 
Dharmavarapu, Ramarao Kaza, Prasanna Sridharan, Rajyalakshmi Naidu, 
Prasad Kavali, Sreekanth Naidu, Anjali Mehta, Laxami Bandi, Padmasai, 
Haridas Kartha. 
 

Pooja    Venkat Darmavarapu (Chair) 
Smt. Nayana Choksi, Kasinadhuri R. Shankar, Jaghan Yamuna, Rajyalak-
shmi Naidu, Sharad Parikh, Chitra Subramanian, M. K. Sateesha, Devab-
haktami, Sreenivasan Rajagopalan, Shankar Subramanian, Anjali Mehra. 
 

Publications   Sateesha (Chair) 
Sendil Rathinasabapathy, Malathi Reddy, Prasanna Sridharan, Puran Lu-
thra, Ajit Vasudevan, Sreenivasan Rajagopalan. 
 

 

Library    Shanker Subramanian (Chair) 
Sendil Rathinasabapathy 
 

Cultural   Dewan Prasad (Chair) 
Suguna Sateesha, Mythili Bharadwaj, Chandra Bharadwaj, Puran Luthra, Rao 

Ayyagari, K.K Sankaran, Vijay Kumar Buddhiraju,  G.V. Naidu,  Pankaj Shah 
 

Temple Staff  
Manager: Satish Babu  
Priests: Shri Deevi Srinivas , Shri Rameshwar Dass, Shri Vedantam  Sarma, 
Shri A. Ramakrishna Rao,  Shri C. Janardhana Chary  
Custodian : Arumugam, Part-time Help: Annapurna Uppalapati (Library),  
Premalatha Ganeshraj (Accounts).  
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Temple Hours  
Monday -Friday      9AM ï 12:00 noon, 5PM - 8PM 
Week-ends & major Festivals   9AM ï 8 PM 
Daily Services     9:00AM ï Nitya Puja 
 

Other scheduled Services:  
 

Sunday, Monday  Rudra Abhishekam 
Tuesday   Parvathi Abhishekam 
   Durga Puja 
   Hanumaan Puja 
   Ramayan Paath 
Wednesday   Dattatreya Abhishekam 
Thursday   Shri Saibaba Abhishekam & Sai bhajans 
Friday    Shri Mahalakshmi Abhishekam 
Saturday:   Shri Venkateswara Subrabhatham 
   Balaji Abhishekam 
   Vishnu Sahasranamam 
 
 
First Saturday of Every Month  Poolangi seva of Shri Venkateswara 
Fourth Sunday of Every Month       Navagraha Abhishekam  
Every Chaturthi            Ganesha Abhishekam 
Shukla Trayodasi Pradosham   Rudra Abhishekam 
Every Krittika Nakshatram   Murgan Abhishekam 
Punarvasu Nakshatram   Shri Rama Abhishekam 
Every Rohini Nakshatram   Shri Krishna Abhishekam 
Shukla Dasami     Shri Sai Vratam 
 

 

 

 

From I -64 

Take 270 south,  

Manchester Rd west, 

right on Weidman Rd, 

 

From I -44 

Take 270 North,  

Manchester Rd west, 

right on Weidman Rd, 
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From food committee chairperson  
 
Temple kitchen provided prasadam for devotees attended poojas during 
Chandramana ugadi, Souramana uagadi, Srirama Navami, Tyagaraja 
Aradhana, Vaikasi Visakam. Many thanks to devotees who sponsored 
prasadam. 
 
The sponsorship for prasadam is $150 for each occasion, devotees who 
are willing to sponsor prasadam can pick their festival and contact the 
manager. Temple kitchen will prepare and serve Prasadam during festi-
vals. 
  
Temple kitchen is providing food for visiting devotees on the weekends.  
Thanks to all the food committee volunteers helping to prepare this deli-
cious food and raising money for the temple.  
 
Starting June 1

st
 Temple slightly increased  the price for the weekend 

food and prasadam.  
 
 

Request to devotees  
Tabala donation  
Temple cultural committee is looking for Tabala to do bhajans in the 
temple. This will be used to promote cultural events in the among youth 
who involved in the cultural committee.  Devotees if they have any used 
tabala or any other musical instruments willing to donate to the commit-
tee please contact manager and get the details of the cultural committee 
chair person. 
 
Advertisement request  
Temple is issuing pushpanjali newsletter to communicate to the commu-
nity people every 3 months. This issue is reaching 3700 families in and 
around St. Louis. Temple decided to reserve space for advertisement in 
this newsletter.  If any businesses, individuals willing to advertise in this 
newsletter please contact the Temple manager. 
 
Phone messages  
Temple has installed new phone messages to serve better for the com-
munity.  When devotees call the temple, please follow the menu options 
wisely. 
 
Private Poojas  
To meet the increased demand for meeting, private poojas and parties, 
temple has renovated the additional space in the building behind the 
temple building which was previously used for priest accommodation. 
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A letter from a Temple visitor published with his permission  
Scott Dintelman 

Truman State University 
PHRE 185 10:30 

                                                        The Hindu Temple of St. Louis Ritual 
 
             When deciding a religion to observe for this report it was really 
an obvious choice for me.  The intriguing worldview and understanding 
of reality in Hinduism has had my attention since the beginning of this 
semester.  I am fascinated with the way the world is seen through the 
eyes of a Hindu.  The idea of cyclical existence is so different from the 
typical, Western view of a linear, finite existence.  In fact, many ideas 
found in Hinduism are nothing like that of the Christian faith; and since I 
have been raised primarily in the Christian faith, the Eastern ideas and 
Indian philosophy just fascinated me.  I learned a great deal at the be-
ginning of this course about the history and beliefs of Hindus, but aside 
from a few chapters of books, I really had no experience with Hindu-
ism.  Therefore, I took my curiosity to a Hindu temple in St. Louis, MO. 
The group at the temple considered themselves to be Hindu.  There was 
no indication of a particular denomination or sub-group to differentiate 
themselves with others. Brahman encompasses everyone so at the 
most basic level we are all expressions of that truth.   
            The temple was first established on November 9, 1991 with a 
small 2,900 square foot building which was the first temple for the 
group.  The group began reaching out to many new Hindus in the com-
munity and growth was underway.  Consequently, on July 6, 1998, the 
members at the Hindu Temple of St. Louis were able to get eleven ar-
chitects from India to construct a much larger temple almost four times 
the original size. The current temple is still rather new, but as I found 
upon my visit, was flourishing in the community.   
             My visit to the temple was on Sunday, October,14, 2007 from 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  The temple was located in a residential area in 
Ballwin, a suburb of St. Louis, MO.  The street address is 725 Weidman 
Road, St. Louis, MO. 63011.  It is also important to note that I also at-
tended the temple that day with my aunt Lisa, who displayed an im-
mense amount of interest in the Hindu tradition. That day I canôt really 
say I viewed any one event.  It was very unlike the Western Christian 
tradition Iôve experienced where a service has a scheduled beginning 
and end.  Instead, the temple opened at 9:00 and for three hours I no-
ticed a constant flow of people coming and going, all participating in 
various ways through ritual, prayer, and offerings.   In the span of three 
hours I was able to witness three separate pujas (Hindu ceremonies of 
devotion), meal preparation, people attending a medical clinic in the 
temple, and even followers of Jainism worshiping their believed proph-
ets, Sri Parshvanath and Sri Mahavirswami.  The temple was more than 
just a place for people to worship their gods one day a week.  There  
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was a constant flow of people requesting the Brahmin, Hindu priests, in 
the temple to conduct private pujas for whatever they requested.  I ob-
served babies being blessed before Visnu, one of the more central deities 
in Hinduism.  There were also pujas conducted for married couples, older 
people, and even college-ages students in attendance.  
         Upon arrival at the Hindu temple I quickly found out that the archi-
tecture used by Hindu architects is by no means conservative.  The large 
white colored building had gold ornamentation and held engraved figures 
of various deities.  It was unlike anything I had ever seen before, espe-
cially in the Midwestern United States.  At first glance, I felt that any per-
son could gaze upon this building and assume it held some religious sig-
nificance.  The inside of the building held the same reputation as the out-
side.  When I first entered the complex, I immediately went down a flight 
of stairs to a basement.  Yet before I could enter, there was a room full of 
shoes, coats, and other outer garments.  Signs filled the area requesting 
that all footwear be removed and feet washed if needed.  They also pro-
vided two small tubs with hose connections for feet washing.  By remov-
ing my shoes I immediately felt a sense of holiness throughout the build-
ing.  From that point on, I was very cautious of my actions, movements, 
and speech.  I then made my way upstairs to find a large room, adorned 
with several statues that are used for worship and assist the worshipper in 
visualizing the deity.  In the temple brochure, the subject of image worship 
ñstems from the belief that they (images) are symbols of God and repre-
sent the Ideal of God.ò  Around each image I saw piles of money, flowers, 
and other offerings.  The images were usually decorated with bright colors 
and garments and at any given time, I could see at least one person wor-
shipping an image of a deity.  The images located inside the temple were 
the following: Sri Ganesha, Sri Durga, Sri Dattatreya, Sri Mahalakshmi, 
Sri Rama, Sri Venkateswara, Sri Krishna, Sri Kartikeya, Sri Siva, Sri Par-
vati, and Shiridi Saibaba.  On the outside of the building there is the Sri 
Navagraha, which is believed by Hindus to comprise the elements of the 
solar system and is worshipped to prevent any ill-happenings in the devo-
teesô daily lives.    
            The social structure at times seemed non-existent.  Yet this is not 
to be interpreted as unorganized.  On the contrary, the temple had a con-
sistent flow of activity.  There was a good mixture of families in atten-
dance and I observed people as young as infants to those in old age in 
attendance.  
            The impression that the temple members left with me was a very 
nice one.  Everyone I talked to were very warm and open with me.  Some 
even saw me with my notepad and sought me out to try and answer some 
questions if I had any. And one ritual really seemed to grasp my atten-
tion.  That was the Gayatri mantra.      
The Gayatri mantra, or sometimes referred as the Savitri mantra, is the 
most sacred mantra in Hinduism.  A mantra, from what I observed, 
seemed to be a sacred verse that was chanted.  However, the chant was  
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HANUMAN JAYANTHI  
 
Hanuman Jayanthi was performed May 29

th
 Tuesday in the temple. Devo-

tees offered vada mala for Lord Hanuman and received his blessings. 
 

      
 

UPCOMING FESTIVALS AND POOJAS  
 

 

Pushpa Yagotsavam July 6
th
 Sunday @11.00 AM 

Temple anniversary day 
(Srinivasa kalyanam) 

July 6
th
 Sunday @5.00 PM 

Pradosham July 15
th
 Tuesday @6.45 PM 

Guru poornima 
Satyanarayana Pooja 

July 17
th
 Thursday @7.00 PM 

Pradosham August 13
th
 Wednesday @6.45 

PM 

Varalakshmi Vratam August 15
th
 Friday @7.00 PM 

Yajurveda Upakarma August 16
th
 Saturday @6.00 AM 

Samuhika Satyanarayana Pooja August 16
th
 Saturday @11.00 AM 

Krishna Janmashtami 
(Temple open till midnight) 

August 23
rd

 Saturday @7.00 PM 

Swarna Gowri Vratam 
Haritalika 
Teej Festival 

September 2
nd

 Tuesday 7.00 PM 

Ganesh Chaturthi September 3
rd

 Wednesday @5.00 
PM & 7.30 PM 

Vishesha Tulasi Pooja September 6
th
 Saturday @9.00 

AM 

Pradosham September 12
th
 Friday @5.00 PM 

Satyanarayana Pooja September 14
th
 Sunday @7.00 

PM 

Devi Navaratri Prarambham 
  

September 29
th
 Monday through 

October 9
th
 Thursday 

Devi Pooja ï 9.00 AM 
Srichakra Pooja ï 7.00 PM 
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The Humanitarian committee is also providing monthly sandwiches and 
soup donations to the needy. We wish to thank the youth volunteers and 
others for their selfless service. Your donations are appreciated. 

      
 
ACHARYA JAYANTHI  
May 9

th
 Friday Acharya Jayanti was performed in the temple.  

 
TYAGARAJA ARADHANA  
May 10

th
 Saturday Tyagaraja Aradhana was celebrated in the temple. In the 

afternoon, cultural programs and kirtanas were performed by cultural com-
mittee in the temple basement.  
 

      
 
VAIKASI VISAKAM  
May 18

th
 Sunday Vaikasi Visakam was performed in the temple. Many  

Murugan devotees attended the function. Kavadis and Palkudams were 
taken by the devotees and offered for Lord Murugan.  
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not like any I had heard before.  It seemed to roll off of the tongue of the 
participants.  Those who participated in reciting the mantra varied from 
time to time.   

The main part of the mantra contains three lines containing 
eight syllables each.  Thus the total number of syllables is twenty-
four.  This did not happen by accident.  The number twenty-four is be-
lieved to represent the nineteen immovable things in the world and the 
five elements that created the cosmos.  The Gayatri mantra in Sanskrit 
is the following, ñOm, bhur bhuvah svah, tat savitur varenyam, bhargo 
devasya dhimahi, dhiyo yo nah prachodayat.ò  This translated in to Eng-
lish is similar to: ñOm, That glory of Savitri most excellent! The efful-
gence of the Divine let us meditate upon!  May it inspire us with under-
standing!ò  I found it interesting that the most sacred mantra in Hindu-
ism was not written by a Brahmin.  Instead it was composed by the 
Hindu sage, Visvamitra, as a prayer to the sun for it to bless the earth, 
but evolved into a ñmystic formula of universal power.ò In fact, people 
should typically recite the mantra every morning and evening.   

        This idea of community in ritual made total sense to me 
because in Smartôs dimension of ritual he considers ritual to not only be 
an action, but an action that reinforces a relationship.  This completely 
relates to the mantra.  Relationships seem to be a very important as-
pect in Hinduism, whether they occur between two people or a person 
and their chosen form of God.  By reciting the mantra Hindus are rees-
tablishing their faith in the supernatural.  Perhaps that is another reason 
the Gayatri mantra is recited in the morning and in the evening.  People 
are acknowledging their relationships in the morning to prepare them 
for a new day full of relationships, and then again at night to reflect be-
fore they go to bed.   
         Looking back on this experience I am grateful with what I was 
able to gain from this experience.  However, I also learned that new 
insight does come with obstacles.  Language was probably one of the 
largest obstacles I faced.  Every service, every word, everything was in 
Sanskrit, the ancient Vedic language of Hinduism.  One of the most sat-
isfying things I took from this was simply seeing another culture.  I know 
it sounds cliché, but at high school I was able to be around different 
cultural groups; yet ever since then, at least at my college, there has 
seemed to be a lack of cultural integration. While I canôt say Iôve experi-
enced a radical shift in thinking, I can honestly say that this has defi-
nitely changed the way I see things.  I think many, including myself, can 
learn a great deal about others simply by seeing us as we really are, 
one. 


